
TURACOS
HANDRAISE
PROTOCOL 

B Y  H U U B  J A N S S E N  



NOURISHMENT 

After hatching, the chicks should not eat for the first 18 hours. 

They must digest the protein from the egg, otherwise, they will 

get an intestinal infection. 18 Hours after they hatch, you should 

give them 1.5 cc boiled and cooled water, with a temperature of 

36 degrees Celsius. 21 Hours after they hatch it´s time for the 

first real meal. Weigh the bird and see the correct weight, if the 

bird is 20 grams, you should give 2 cc (represents 10% of the 

body weight) of a very liquid mash – 6 parts of water for 1 part 

of Nutravian Handrearing Frugivorous Birds. For the optimum 

use of the mash, you should stir well and let it settle, stir again 

and ensure that the temperature of the mash is between 35 and 

39 degrees, not lower and certainly not higher. The temperature 

can be easily determined with the help of a normal fever 

thermometer. I put the thermometer into the mash and it gives a 

reliable temperature.  

Young chick being feed



Remember that is important to weigh the chick every day if they 

weigh 25 grams you should give 2,5 cc of a mash of Nutravian 

Handrearing Frugivorous Birds, 10% of the total body weight. 

The mash must remain fluid (6 parts of water per 1 of Nutravian 

Handrearing Frugivorous Birds) for the first 5 days, after the 

fifth day the mash may become thicker, about yogurt-like. It´s 

important that you observe the chick if you see that the bird is 

having difficulty swallowing the mash you should make it slightly 

more fluid.  

There is no need to 

put yoghurt whey or 

any other milk 

product with 

probiotics into the 

mash since the birds 

might develop 

intestinal problems 

after heating the 

yoghurt. Nutravian 

Handrearing 

Frugivorous Birds 

already has in the 

composition 

probiotics. Some 

breeders give yoghurt 

whey at first for the 

probiotics. My 

experience is that 

several chicks die 

because of this. 

Temperature mesure of the mash



Because the young birds are often very mobile it is important 

that you put the syringe well over the tongue. You must support 

the head well with two fingers, a little upright, so the chick can 

swallow well. You should give the mash, using a syringe, very 

smooth since the young ones could suffocate. If you look closely 

there is a hole in the beak in the front after the tongue that’s the 

trachea, you have to dose the mash past(over) the trachea. 

Otherwise, they choke. Don’t dose any mash into the trachea 

hole! 

About 3 weeks after they hatch they can start to eat some 

soaked pellets (low iron pellets). This should be given using 

tweezer (should be rounded and not sharp). The pellets should 

feel like sponges after soaked.  By this time, you can introduce 

small pieces of fruit, these pieces should be grinded in a food 

processor. 

I feed my birds with an interval of 3 hours, start between 

06.00/06.30 in the morning and then every 3 hours until 00.00. 

They should not eat at night. 

Development table



BROODER AND HYGIENE 

The brooder temperature must be 

at 36 degrees when the chick is 

born. After 1 day the temperature 

may decrease to 35 degrees. After 

6 days, you could reduce to 34 

degrees and 33 at 8th day old. 

This all depends on the growth 

rate of the chick. Slowly reduce 

the temperature until 25 degrees 

after 3 weeks.  

Brooder temperature table

Red-crested turaco - Tauraco erythrolophus



Also, clean the needle well after each feeding. I do this by 

filling it a few times with boiled water and throwing away all 

the porridge that remains after every feed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact: 

huubenpetra@skynet.be  

Hygiene is also a very important point in the entire process. The 

chicks are susceptible to intestinal infections up until day 6. 

 Every day the wood wool (this is normally used to wrap wine 

bottles) should be refreshed in the containers in which the birds 

house. After 1 week, repeat this twice a day in the morning and 

in the evening.  

Chicks of turacos



HANDREARING 
FRUGIVOROUS BIRDS 
Available in 1 kg and 5 kg 

Balanced hand-rearing food for fruit- and nectar eating birds 

like Lories and Loricullus, Sparrows, Jays and Touracos … 

 – Based on carefully selected and highly digestible and usable raw 

materials 

– Quality protein sources ensuring good development and growth 

– Full amino acid pattern: lysine, methionine, threonine, tryptophan… 

– Ideal relation essential sugars like fructose, saccharose… 

– With 100% natural bee pollen: rich in protein 

– With fruit extracts: bilberry, pineapple,… 

– With different enzymes for a fluid digestion 

– With Bacillus Subtilis and organic acids, guarantee a stable intestinal 

ora and an ideal crop environment 

– With DHA-complex = essential fatty acids (Omega 3 & Omega 6) 

– With spirulina & chlorella: supports the resistance and flora for a 

shiny plumage 

– Stays very well in suspension and stable. This improves the digestion 

and incorporation of the food 


